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PRESS RELEASE 
 
 

Statkraft kicks off second phase of direct marketing 
with a strong portfolio 

 

Düsseldorf/Essen, 6 February 2013 – One year after launching the market premium 

model, Statkraft draws a positive balance at the “E-world energy and water” trade fair 

in Essen. With a portfolio of approx. 8,000 MW, the company is the German market 

leader in direct marketing of renewable energies. By far the largest percentage is 

accounted for by wind energy but hydro, biomass and solar energy also play a role.  

“The past year has indicated that the market bonus scheme complies fully with expectations: 

when marketed efficiently, renewable energies can make a valuable contribution towards a 

more reliable and efficient electricity supply”, claims Stefan-Jörg Göbel, Managing Director at 

Statkraft Markets GmbH based in Düsseldorf. “We already delivered initial proof of this at the 

end of last year.”  

By regulating 40 wind parks to comply with demand, Statkraft and its contract partners were 

able to relieve German electricity consumers by around 11 million euros in December 2012. 

Negative electricity prices of up to minus EUR 220/MWh arose repeatedly on the German 

Electricity Exchange between 24 and 31 December. Statkraft reduced production by up to 

300 MW within an 18-hour period thereby preventing a further slump in prices.  

The company is currently merging all of its marketing partners’ decentralised renewable 

production units to form a virtual power plant. Apart from wind energy, there are also plans to 

integrate additional production methods in the virtual power plant. Together with its partners, 

Statkraft is currently developing technical solutions for the remote control of solar plants. 

Comprehensive introduction of photovoltaic capacities marketed by Statkraft is planned for 

2013. 

Gas-to-Power: market situation remains demanding 

Gas-to-Power remains a key component of the Statkraft production portfolio. Construction of 

the ultra-modern combined gas and steam turbine power plant (CCPP) Knapsack II is soon 

to be completed: “We will be commissioning the plant during the second quarter of this year”, 

asserts Dr Jürgen Tzschoppe, Managing Director at Statkraft Markets GmbH. “For such a 

successful project in terms of security, budget and schedule, it goes without saying that we 

are pained by the entirely uncertain economic perspectives currently prevailing.” 
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Statkraft is of the unwavering conviction that Gas-to-Power represents the most efficient and 

environmentally-friendly technology for safeguarding the production of renewable energy. 

“But we are currently experiencing a dilemma. The political desire for a high degree of supply 

security is contrary to endeavours to reduce costs”, claims Tzschoppe. Statkraft supports the 

introduction of a market-wide capacity mechanism in Germany as an integral part of the 

“Energiewende”. Such a safety net will come at a cost. Still, a capacity payment in Germany 

of 15 Euro/kW/year would result in a yearly cost of less than 10 % of the total renewable 

support bill.  

“Capacity mechanisms that provide support to only new capacity must be avoided”, claims 

Tzschoppe. Direct capacity payment schemes can serve as a simple model for a transition 

period. Capacity obligations and capacity auctions as chosen by France and the UK, could 

serve as a structural solution. The reliability contracts model is putting established forward 

markets at risk. The system must be open to demand side measures and interconnector 

capacity. Especially the connection to existing hydro storage reservoirs may be the cheapest 

solution to provide flexibility to the German system. 

 

About Statkraft 

Statkraft is Europe's leader in renewable energy. The group develops and generates 

hydropower, wind power, gas power and district heating, and is a major player on the 

European energy exchanges. Statkraft has 3 400 employees in more than 20 countries. 
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